High-dose therapy and autologous bone marrow transplantation in partial remission after first-line induction therapy for diffuse non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.
Seventeen patients received high-dose therapy with autologous bone marrow transplantation (ABMT) when in partial response after induction therapy. There were 11 children and six adults between 3 and 57 years old. Twelve patients were determined to have high-grade lymphoma (ten Burkitt's and two lymphoblastic), and five had intermediate-grade diffuse lymphoma. Ten patients had surgically proven active disease in the abdomen, two had active disease in the bone marrow, and five persistent neurological symptoms. The time interval between diagnosis and ABMT was 2-10 months (median 4 months). Two patients died of progressive disease and two others died while in complete remission (CR) because of toxicity. Thirteen of 17 are still alive and disease free with a median observation time of 2 years. Morbidity was high with 6/17 life threatening reversible complications but overall survival is 75% at 24 months in a group of patients clearly defined as having a very bad prognosis in previous studies.